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Summer 2024      John T. Staton, MEGHP 2024-2025 

From the Grand High Priest 
Hello Companions. My name is John Staton, and I am 
the Grand High Priest for the Most Excellent Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Kansas. The following 
is my Masonic Bio.  
 
I was born in Fort Smith, Arkansas to Bill and Ruth 
Staton on September 1, 1951. I grew up on a 40 acre 
place near Magazine, Arkansas and attended 12 years 
of school in Magazine.  My sister and brother, and their 

families, as well as extended family, live in the Magazine area. My wife 
Ruth Ann and I have been married 52 years and are proud to have four 
children and 5 grandchildren. 
 
I earned a Bachelor of Arts in Old Testament from Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia, Arkansas in 1974, a Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Arkansas in 1980, and a Master 
of Business Administration from Wichita State University in 2000.  In 
the summers and on ɐbreaksɑ during my early college years, I worked 
as a carpenter in construction to pay expenses.  I spent 29 years 
working at the Boeing Company in Wichita as an aircraft structural 
engineer.  
 
I joined the Masonic Lodge at Derby No. 365 in 1996 and became 
Master in 2004. I joined the Midian Shrine and the Wichita Scottish Rite 
in 1996. I was in the van drivers unit in the Shrine and made several 
trips to Saint Louis. I joined Derby Eastern Star #493 in 2001 and have 
served several times as Worthy Patron. I joined the York Rite in 2002 
and have been High Priest of Wichita Chapter No. 33, Illustrious Master 
of Wichita Council No. 12, and Commander of Mount Olivet No. 12. I am 
a Right Eminent Past Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Kansas  2018-2019. I am a Most Illustrious Past Grand Master of the 
Most Illustrious Council of Cryptic Masons of Kansas 2022-2023. I am a 
past Sovereign of AMD 383, past Excellent Chief of Knight Masons 
Council no. 53, past Governor of York Rite College No. 125, current 
Grand Governor of Kansas of the York Rite Sovereign College of North 
America,  Past Sovereign of Calvary Conclave of the Order of the Red 
Cross, a member of The Kansas Association of Past High Priests of 
Kansas, and a past Preceptor of the River Jordan Tabernacle of Holy 
Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests No.38, a member of the Order of 
Athelstan, past President of the Past Commanders Association of 
Kansas. a member of the Order of the Silver Trowel of Kansas, a 
member of the Order of the High Priesthood of Kansas, and a member 
of the Kansas Priory No. 33 Knights of the York Cross of Honour. 
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My wife and I are members of Woodlawn United Methodist Church in 
Derby.  We enjoy gardening, travel, doing projects around the house, 
and playing with the grand kids.  I also enjoy hunting and ʝshing. 
 
The Grand Session for 2024 ended on May 4 with a new slate of Grand 

Oʟcers installed. The Oʟcers for all three bodies are listed on 

kansasyorkrite.org website with pictures. 

John T. Staton 
M:.E:. Grand High Priest 2024-2025 
 

Goodland Chapter No. 74 Update 
Goodland Chapter No. 74 has been extremely busy! On February 24, 
2024, several of the Grand 
oʟcers from the Grand Chapter, 
Grand Council, and Grand 
Commandery traveled to 
Goodland to install their newly 
elected and appointed oʟcers. 
 
Soon thereafter, with the help of 
Royal Arch Chapters from across 
the jurisdiction of Kansas, the 
Chapter hosted a festival to 
confer the Mark Master and Virtual Past Master degrees on Saturday, 
April 20, 2024. It was a great day of degree conferrals and 6 new 
brothers received the degrees. There was even better news to come! 
Those six brothers have decided they want to complete their York Rite 
experience and continue through to complete the Chapter and Council 
degrees and the Commandery Orders. 
 
Congratulations to Goodland Chapter No. 74 and High Priest Michael 
Colbary for his work! We look forward to seeing more great things 
coming soon from Goodland Chapter No. 74! 



 

2024 Grand Chapter Convocation Update 
The 158th Annual Convocation for the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of Kansas was held on Thursday, May 2, 2024, at the Bluemont 
Hotel in Manhattan, Kansas. Most Excellent Companion Michael Terry 
opened the Grand Chapter in full form after a public session was held 
prior to the convocation. Several visitors made comments during the 

session and those in attendance enjoyed 
the time together. 
 
Prior to the session, on Wednesday, May 
1, 2024, the annual meeting of the Order 
of the High Priesthood was held and seven 
Past High Priests received the degree. 
 
There was only one piece of legislation 
oʜered at the session, and it was 
concerning companions being in multiple 

Grand York Rite lines at the same time. The measure failed after some 
well educated and received comments from the companions in 
attendance. 
 
The new oʟcers were installed and are ready to continue their service 
to the members of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Kansas. 

There were two appointments made by Grand High 
Priest John Staton to start the Grand Chapter line 
this year. Companion Robert Beardsley of Wichita 
Chapter No 33 will serve as the Excellent Grand 
Principal Sojourner and Andrew 
Mosley of Leavenworth Chapter 
No. 2 will serve as the 
Excellent Grand Royal Arch 
Captain. Congratulations to all 
the oʟcers and we look 
forward to seeing them around 
the state this year. 
 
During the annual banquet, 

Excellent Companion Justin Crippen was awarded 
the General Grand Chapter Bronze Award for his 

dedication and service to Royal 
Arch Masonry. The new Past 
Grand High Priest, Michael Terry, received his 
membership card to General Grand Chapter and his 
Past Grand High Priest medallion and cord. Lady 
Sharon Long received the Grand Chapter Sweetheart 
Award. It was a great session and we look forward to 
another great session in 2025! 
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2024-2025 Grand Chapter Oʟcers 
The new Grand Chapter Oʟcers were elected, appointed and installed in 
Manhattan at the Annual Convocation. 

 

M:.E:. Grand High Priest          John T. Staton, Wichita #33 
R:.E:. Grand King                    Patrick C. Carr, Salina #18 
R:.E:. Grand Scribe                  Gary B. Strout, Leavenworth #2 
M:.E:. Grand Treasurer           T. Michael Fegan, Junction City #17 
M:.E:. Grand Secretary          Allan D. Jackson, Lawrence #4 
E:. Grand Chaplain                  Steven DeBerry, Wichita #33 
E:. Grand Captain of the Host   Thomas M. Krauss, Hays #68 
E:. Principal Sojourner             Robert Beardsley, Wichita #33 
E:. Royal Arch Captain              Andrew G. Mosley, Leavenworth #2 
E:. Grand Master of 3rd Veil     James York, Iola #8 
E:. Grand Master of 2nd Veil     Dan Owens, Wichita #33 
E:. Grand Master of 1st Veil      Daron J. Woelk, Hays #68 
E:. Grand Sentinel                   Frederick R. Kemp, Leavenworth #2 
E:. Grand Musician                  Dennis Reed, Lawrence #4 
R:.E:. DDGHP District #1          Andrew G. Mosley, Leavenworth #2 
R:.E:. DDGHP District #2         Warren L. Hughes, Iola #8 
R:.E:. DDGHP District #3         Wayne D. Drake, Lawrence #4 
R:.E:. DDGHP District #4          Ronald J. Mozingo, Winʝeld Chapter #31 
R:.E:. DDGHP District #5          Patrick C. Carr, Salina #18 
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