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The Right Eminent Grand Commander has asked the current Grand Commandery             
Officers to write articles each month for this supplement.

Hello Sir Knights,

As we enter into the last month of the summer, 
I think back on how busy it has been within the 
York Rite and Kansas Masonry since our Annual 
Communication in May.

Starting with the Grand Chapter Festival in Bald-
win City, the Junction City Memorial Wreath laying 
Ceremony, (which was attended by all of the GL 
current COA members, and most all of the Grand 
Officers of the Grand Commandery of  Kansas), 

the Shrine Bowl in Emporia, all the Youth Group Sessions, MasoniCon 
Kansas, the Grand Lodge “Day of Light”, Knight Templar Feast (which 
had a spectacular Keynote Speaker), Outdoor Templar Orders (which 
was held indoors in Newton due to the heat and was very well attended 
by the Sir Knights of Kansas), Grand Master’s DC Trip (which was one of 
the top highlights of my masonic journey), and as I’m writing this article, 
the Triennial Session in DC is happening. Congratulations to RE Grand 
Commander Patrick Carr on being elected General Grand Scribe for the 
General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons International.

It has been a very busy summer in Kansas Freemasonry and it doesn’t 
appear to be slowing down anytime soon. With the Guild just around the 
corner and all the Ingathering’s, plus the Area Meetings and Schools of 
Instruction, it is going to be a very busy fall. Which brings me to the point 
of this article. 

Sir Knights and Brothers, while in our search for further masonic light, we 
need to keep in mind that, even though we thirst for masonic intercourse 
with our brethren, family and “me time” is just as important. We have a 
tendency to stretch our cable tow to the limit, but it is important to loosen 
up the knot sometimes and just breathe.

Sir Knights and Brothers, I look forward to our future travels together. Be 
safe and on the level.
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Templar Feast Well Attended
The 2026 Knight Templar Feast was held on Saturday, August 15, 2026, at the McPherson Community 
Building. Over 50 Sir Knights and their ladies attended and received a wonderful meal supplied by 
Sir Knight Chris Collins’ and the staff of MOAB BBQ from Wichita. 

The evening started with the traditional toast as 
the Honor Guard posted the colors with the beau-
tiful music from Sir Knight Caleb Long, Eminent 
Grand Piper, filling the banquet hall. After dinner 
was completed, Sir Knight Moises Gomez from the 
Grand Commandery of New Jersey spoke about his 
experiences in New York City as an employee of the 
Port Authority during the 9/11 terrorist attacks. His 

presentation and experi-
ence was moving for all 
in the room, especially as 
we approach the 25th anniversary of this terrible event in the history of 
our great nation.

The Right Eminent Grand Commander gave our several awards. These 
awards included Commander’s Cups to Sir Knights A.J. Pence and Mat-
thew Wilson, both from Topeka Commandery No. 5, for their hard work 
and dedication to Templary. The Templar Crusader award was bestowed 

upon Sir Knight Roger Walls, REPGC, for his dedication to our Christian principles. The final award 
of the evening, the Knight Templar Warrior award, was presented to Sir Knight T. Michael Fegan, 
PREGC, PREDC, for his lifetime of tireless dedication to Templary in Kansas and abroad.

First Outdoor Knighting in Kansas
While the outdoor portion of the Commandery Orders had to be 
moved inside to Newton Lodge No. 142 because of the extreme 
temperatures predicted in Kansas, it did not diminish the mean-
ing or the intent of the event held on Saturday, August 22, 2026.

The first portion of the day’s conferrals included the Illustrious 
Order of the Red Cross, which was conferred in full costume, 
and those on the sidelines in period medieval costumes as well.

The evening meal was served after the conferral, and consisted of a joint of meat (smoked turkey 
leg), potatoes (roasted wedges), corn on the cob, and a delicious hand pie for dessert. The more ad-
venturous used their hands to consume the meal in historic Templar fashion, 
while other selected the provided pewter-colored utensils.

The conferrals continued with the Or-
der of Malta and the Magnanimous Or-
der of the Temple. In a first of its kind in 
Kansas, the Orders were all done in full 
costume for the conferral.

At the end of the evening, two new Sir Knights joined the Order in a ceremony which was moving, 
yet unique because of the attire of those in attendance.


