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The Most Illustrious Grand Master has asked the current Grand Council Officers to 
write articles each month for this supplement.

Pike’s Peak Cryptic Deposit Inspection

That time is approaching again. The annual inspection 
of the Pike’s Peak Cryptic Deposit Inspection. This year, 
the inspection trip will start on July 31 with the inspec-
tion on August 2. This is a fun trip. There are several 
articles that can be reviewed about this deposit, and the 
accompanying trip, online. 

The original deposit was dedicated on the summit of the 
mountain on August 11, 1899 as a project between the 
Cryptic Masons of Colorado and Kansas. This was an 

endeavor of Ellsworth Council No. 9, then known as Royal & Select Masters, 
of Ellsworth, Kansas, and was led by its Illustrious Master, Companion Edward 
W. Wellington. There were over 500 masons who attended the ceremony and 
a bronze triangular plate was placed on top of the deposit and scheduled to be 
opened 100 years later. 

The deposit was opened and the contents removed and replaced on Labor Day 
weekend in 1999. This event was sanctioned by the Grand Council of Cryptic 
Masons of Colorado, and it’s Most Illustrious Grand Master, Averill L. Tursor. 
Most Illustrious Compaion Tursor was assisted in the opening by the Grand 
Council of Cryptic Masons of Kansas and our Most Illustrious Grand Master of 
Cryptic Masons, John H. Dougan Jr. It was decided then that once each year the 
Kansas Grand Council of Cryptic Masons would visit the site to check on the seal 
around the plaque and to be sure it was not disturbed. 

This deposit is fitting as Brother Alex Powers indicated this mountain was named 
after a mason named General Zebulon Pike, an American explorer. The above 
information was derived fom articles done by Alex Powers and from Time Cap-
sules on Waymarking.com. 

I have went up the mountain to inspect the deposit several times and have al-
ways had a good time. We arrive a few day prior and enjoy a couple of meals 
and go up on Sunday morning. Some drive up and some take the Cog Wheel 
Train. The view is breath taking (not only by the scenery but also the thin oxy-
gen). We enjoyed the donuts that are made in the visitor’s center. I recommend 
you try to attend. It is a good family outing. Just be careful of the rocks!
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The idea for the deposit came from the Illustrious Master of Ellsworth Council No. 9 sometime in 1898. It was 
decided to host a grand event, and to do it in Colorado in conjunction with placing a time capsule on the top 
of Pike’s Peak. This required a lot of work, planning, and logistics. Again, this was in 1899, and travel was 

nowhere as convenient as it is today. The Companions planned a week-long 
excursion and arrived from several states by train. Those present included the 
Most Illustrious Grand Master of Kansas, Thorp P. Jennings, the Most Puissant 
General Grand Master, Branford Nichol, Past Grand High Priest Bestor G. Brown, 
acting as the Master of Ellsworth Council No. 9, and served as the Director of 
the Pilgrimage, William M. Shaver, the Grand Recorder of the Grand Council of 
Kansas, and the Musical Director for the Pilgrimage, and a host of masons and 
their ladies. The entourage traveling to Colorado was so large there had to be 
several Masons put in charge of various portions of the 

Pilgrimage. These included Spencer P. Wade, Master of Properties for the Pilgrimage, 
Charles L. Seagraves, Chairman of the Committee on Transportation, five brothers 
who served as Assistant Recorders for the Pilgrimage, a Chairman of the Credential 
Committee, Chairman of the Press Committee, and a Chairman and Vice-Chairman for 
the Committee on Sleeping Cars. This was an enormous undertaking of planning and 
logistics.

During the three-day train excursion to Colorado, there were ample times for sight 
seeing throughout Colorado and several well planned and provided banquets. Once 
everyone arrived, many of the Companions made the trip up to Pike’s Peak using the 
Cog Rail Train. Upon their arrival, they used the Summit House, which was the original 
stone building at the summit, and communicated the degrees of Cryptic Masonry on 
Wednesday, August 9, and Thursday, August 10, 1899, on those who were eligible. On the evening of Friday, 

August 11, 1899, it was time to make the deposit. Cryptic Rock had already 
been prepared by several Companions from Colorado and all which was 
left to do was to place the deposit and seal the vault for one-hundred years.

Ellsworth Council No. 9 had been opened in Kansas before the pilgrimage 
and was allowed dispensation to remain open until the deposit had been 
completed. The deposit was made at the Broadway Theatre and was pre-
sided over by Most Illustrious Companion Thorp B. Jennings, the presiding 
Grand Master of Cryptic Masons in Kansas. The items placed into the bronze 
casket which was to be placed into the vault included the Book of the Law, 
Masonic square and compasses, a history of Cryptic Masonry, a copy of the 

proceedings of the convention organizing the General Grand Council of 
the United States, copy of the Triennial Proceedings of 1897, proceedings 
of the Most Illustrious Grand Council of Kansas from 1899, proceedings 
of the Most Illustrious Grand Council of Colorado from 1898, a history of 
Ellsworth Council No. 9, photographs of the Most Puissant Grand Master 
Bradford Nichol, Most Illustrious Grand Master John Humphreys, Com-
panion Thorp B. Jennings, and Illustrious Companion Edward Wellington, 
a history of the Colorado Pilgrimage written by Illustrious Companion 
Bestor G. Brown of Kansas, a complete list of all Royal and Select Masters 
registered upon the pilgrimage, a complete roster of all companions who 
passed the circle during the pilgrimage, copies of the official itinerary, 
invitations, programs, and the Denver daily papers, three phials contain-
ing Kansas corn, wine, and oil, a keystone with the general mark of the 
Craft thereon, a copy of the triangular plate of gold, a masonic trowel, 
and the United States flag.

Once the deposit had been made and the vault sealed, the Companions of Ellsworth Council No. 9 conferred 
the degrees to those who attended the evening’s festivities. The deposit was to be placed into Cryptic Rock 
and sealed later. This was due to the number of events happening during the Pilgrimage. Having the items 
placed into the deposit at such a large ceremony would have been quite impossible at the top of Pike’s Peak 
during this period.

The next day the group journeyed to Denver, Colorado, and the degrees were conferred on an additional 206 
Royal Arch Masons desirous of becoming Cryptic Masons. What a fantastic event this was! It was followed by 
a sumptuous banquet which included foods rare for the area. The program for the several events were printed 
and had special purple ribbons attached to each one. What a fantastic event for Cryptic Masonry!

Pike’s Peak Cryptic Deposit: A Brief History


